
EDITORIAL  

Dear Friends, 
 

 There's a well-known proverb that says "well begun is half done". Keeping this in mind, let us 

look forward to making the first year of the new decade meaningful, fruitful and hopeful, especially for 

the girl child.  

 

Our nation India which is one of the oldest civilizations in the World, celebrated 

January 24th as the National Girl Child Day for the promotion of equal 

rights for girl children in education, health and safety. Our State Ta-

milnadu, celebrated February 24th as the state girl child protection day 

and on March 8th, we will join with billions of people around the world 

in celebrating International Women's Day. What a wonderful way to proclaim 

and profess to one another the great importance of empowering women for the betterment of the human-

kind.  

 

The Chinese proverb says, "A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step". We as 

responsible citizens in general and a pioneering NGO working selflessly day and night for the upliftment 

of the downtrodden and underprivileged children strongly believe that the time has now come for all of us 

to unite as one to ensure that no girl child ever has to suffer the followings:  

 

1) That no girl child ever suffers the hardships of the world,  

2) That no girl child is subjected to trafficking and exploitation,  

3) That no girl child may have to undergo physical, mental and emotional torture,  

4) That no girl child may be abandoned just because she was born as a girl and  

5) That no girl child may ever be a dropout.  

 

For this to become a reality, the only sure way forward is to empower the girl child by educating her, by 

ensuring that her education can find her a means of livelihood and her livelihood may be a sustainable 

and respectable one. Let us as adults, parents, teachers, counselors, etc., make this ideal of educating 

every girl child our collective mission for the betterment of the state and of the nation. 

 

I am deeply grateful to all our partners, government agencies, staff and children for their untiring com-

mitment and involvement in the lives of the Young at Risk. I thank everyone who has brought the butter-

flies back in many young lives in the last two months of 2020. 

 

Yours, 

Fr.Joseph Leo SDB 

DON BOSCO ANBU ILLAM 
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 SPORTS MEET 

  
 On the 5th of January, Directorate of So-
cial Defence, TN conducted Sports Meet for all 
the Child Care Institutions of Chennai District. 
Our boys from Bosco Illam participated in it and 
won the overall prize. Our Volley ball team was 
the District champions; along with it our boys 
won the 4x100mts relay, 100mts, 200mts and 
high jump. By this victory they won the Overall 
Championship of Chennai District and also got 
selected to the State level matches, that were to 
be held at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Chennai, 
on the 28th of January.   
 
The State level sports meet for the Child Care 
Institutions of the state was held at Jawaharlal 
Nehru stadium, on the 28th of January 2020. Our 
boys participated and secured runners up in Vol-
ley Ball. It was an enriching opportunity for the 
boys to bring forth their talents. 

THE FESTIVAL OF HARVEST  

  
 Pongal was celebrated on the 15th of Jan-
uary. On this day we had special prayer service 
followed by the Pongal celebration by preparing 
Pongal in the pot. The boys and the staff were in 
the cultural dress (i.e.) Dhoti. It was also a day to 
thank God for the gift of nature and framers. The 
celebration also began in Saranalayam and the 
girls also had fun. 

71ST REPUBLIC DAY 

 
 The countryôs Republic Day was cele-
brated on the 26th of January, with the hoisting 
of flag, Chief 
Guestôs speech 
and distribution 
of certificate for 
the Scout boys 
who attended 
BOSCOREE 
the previous 
year.  
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CHILDRENüS HOME 

FEAST OF THE FOUNDER 

 

 The feast of St. John Bosco, the founder of the 
Salesian congregation was celebrated on the 31st of Janu-
ary. The feast day was celebrated in a solemn way with 
the boys of Bosco illam, girls from Saranalayam and the 
staff. Fr. Kishore, the former warden at Bosco Illam pre-
sided over the Holy Eucharist. He was invited by the band 
players, followed by it the Holy Eucharist was celebrated 
solemnly in the Savio Hall. It was a day to honour and 
pay homage to the founder of the Salesian congregation. 
During the programme a video clip from the life of St. 
John Bosco was screened and Fr. Director gave the mes-
sage for the day. Later the boys and girls gave a pro-
gramme each and finally the Salesians along with the 
boys staged a short play and dance. The programme came 
to an end with the lunch arranged for all who attended the 
programme. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION 

 Fr. Rajanna, SDB, the Vice Rector and Counsellor of Bosco Illam celebrated his golden 
jubilee (50 years) of his first profession as a Salesian. The celebration began with honoring the Ju-
bilarian with shawl, band and escort of Scout boys. After escorting the Jubilarian to the pro-
gramme hall we had a high mass celebrated by Fr. Rajanna, SDB. The homely was preached by 
the jubilarian himself were he thanked God for guiding him for 50 years in this religious life and 
also for all the wonders and miracles. After the Holy Eucharist, we had the cultural programme, in 
which the boys and girls staged a dance each and the life history of Fr. Rajanna, SDB was screened 
as a short video presentation. Later Fr. Rector felicitated and honoured the Jubilarian, followed by 
all the well-wishers and staff.  
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CHILDRENüS HOME 

MEDICAL CAMP & SMC MEETING  

 Medical check up for shelter girls was organ-
ised on 4th January 2020 and Dr. Sathyadevi from 
Chennai Corporation gave an awareness on Dengue. 
She interacted with children and oriented on career 
guidance for the girls. After the medical camp, Shelter 
Management Committee meeting was conducted. 

SOCIAL AUDIT  

 Mr. babu conducted Social Audit at Saranalayam to veri-
fy and strengthen the documents and registers at Girls Home. He 
verified the documentation level at Saranalayam girls home and 
strengthened to make sure that the documents and registers are 
updated according to the procedures followed in JJ Act. 

 

SURVEY IN THE NIGHT 

 Night Survey was conducted by GCC at Marina 
Beach on 11th Jan and 21st Feb at Central railway sta-
tion to identify homeless people on the streets and to 
provide them with necessity care and protection. DBAI 
night shelter staff members also joined the mission and 
issued pamphlets for the public and gave awareness on 
the shelter for homeless. The team has rescued around 
23 homeless men and women. 

MUFT CYCLE YOJANA 

 11th Std Girls from DBAI Saranalayam studying at St. 
Anneôs Madhavaram received Bicycles from Government of TN 
under the Free Bicycle scheme 2019-2020 for students. The girls 
were very happy to receive it. 
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CHILDLINE 

  

NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY 

 Don Bosco Anbu Illam Childline 1098 cele-

brated National Girl Child Day at Lourdhes Girls 

Higher Secondary School, Perambur on 24th January, 

2019 by collaborating with other NGOs. The Chief 

Guests for the event were Mrs. Tamilselvi, Chairper-

son of Child Welfare Committee, Mrs. Gajalakshmi 

from SJPU. There was Inauguration of ñChildline 

Awareness on Wheelsò by the chief guests where Ko-

mal Movie which shows about the Child Sexual 

Abuse and seeking the help from Child helpline was 

played.  

STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING 

 A Capacity Building Training was organized 

on the topic ñChild Rights and Lawsò on 11th January, 

2020. The resource person for the program was Mr. 

Edwin Yovanraj, High Court Advocate. He is also the 

Founder and President of Sound Justice. He spoke 

about various acts like POCSO, Juvenile Justice Act 

and Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act. 

 Another Capacity Building Training was orga-

nized for the Childline staff on the topic Communica-

tion Skills and Methodology in Giving Awareness as 

Outreach in schools and communities are one of the 

targets for Childline. Ms. Mary Pouline, M. Sc., M. 

Ed., M. Phil., M.B.A, DSM, DECE, Author and Pub-

lisher of Sapience Publications was the resource Per-

son for the training. She spoke about the different 

ways of giving awareness to children and women to 

gain their attention. 
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OPEN HOUSE AT KORUKKUPET  

& CHINDADRIPET 

 Don Bosco Anbu Illam Childline 1098 conducted a 
special open house at Bharathi Nagar Park, Korukkupet on 
25th January, 2020. The chief guests for the special open 
house were Mrs. Tamilselvi, Chairperson of CWC and 
Mrs. Gajalakshmi from SJPU. The main issues that came 
out were School Dropouts, Educational Help and Sub-
stance abuse. A visibility painting about Childline was also 
inaugurated by the Chief Guest during the program. 
 
Open House for the month of February was planned and 
conducted at Cindhadripet Police Boysô and Girlsô Club on 
22nd February, 2020. The Chief Guests for the event were 
Mr. Shanmugam, Sub Inspector of Police-F1 Police Sta-
tion, Cindhatripet, Mr. Ambrose, Health Inspector of Zone 
5, Greater Chennai Corporation and Mr. Vijayan, Coordi-
nator of Advaita Bhakta Sabha. The Chief Guests were in-
vited based on the issues that was said by the community 
people which are High rate of School Dropouts, Usage of 
Substances and Health & Hygiene Problems due to lack of 
Public Toilet. The importance of women in controlling the 
usage of substances in the community, importance of edu-
cation were also covered. 

NETWORK WITH ALLIED SYSTEMS 

 A discussion with the allied system was organized 
on 14th January, 2020 at DBAI Office. The Special Invitees 
for the discussion were Mrs. Tamil Selvi, CWC Chair Per-
son, Mrs. Sridevi, S. I SJPU, Mrs. Gajalakshmi, S. I SJPU, 
Mrs. Bathma, SJPU and Fr. Joseph Leo, Director of DBAI. 
The discussion was on the topic ñIssues and Challenges in 
rescuing and producing the core Protection children- Child 
begging, Child Physical abuse and Child Sexual abuseò. 
The invitees spoke about the ways to reduce beggary, 
Childline team also shared about their challenges they face 
with them during rescue. 

STAKEHOLDERS MEETING 

A meeting with Teachers was conducted at Periyamed 
SSA Office. It took place on 3 different days from 11th 
February to 13th February. The objective was to create a 
protective environment for children in schools. In the 
meeting several things like different kinds of abuses, caus-
es of child abuse, parenting and getting help from Child-
line. 
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SENSITIZATION PROGRAM/ OUTREACH 

 A sensitization Program along with District Child Pro-
tection Unit was conducted at Don Bosco Beautitudes on 10th 
February, 2020. It was organized to sensitize children about the 
negative impacts of Substance usage.  

Another sensitization program was conducted along with Ms. 
Gajalakshmi and Ms. Sridevi on 18th February, 2020 at Chen-
nai High School, Kotturpuram. It was also regarding substance 
abuse as substances were being sold around the school campus. 

STATE GIRL CHILD PROTECTION DAY 

The birth Anniversary of  late TN Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa 
on Feb 24th will be observed as ñGirl Children Protection 
dayò. To commemorate the observance,  Directorate of Social 
Defence, TN organised an awareness campaign at Elliotôs 
beach. Children from Chennai NGOs participated in the event 
along with the DCPU. DBAI Open shelter children also joined 
the cause and were sensitized. 

SPECIAL MEDICAL AID 

 Don Bosco Anbu Illam with the support of 
Jain Trust, Nungabakkam helped a resident of Pal-
lavan Nagar in receiving artificial limb. This per-
son was identified in the month of December 2019 
and was advised for continuous treatment for a 
month and in January 2020 he was given artificial 
limb. 
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SPECIAL MEDICAL CAMP 

 On the 7th day of January 2020, EYE camp at 
Iyodhikuppam was conducted in support of MCDS and 
Pammal Aravind Sai Eye Hospital in which around 80 peo-
ple took part and got free consultation. This camp also 
served as a platform for 5 people identified with pacifica-
tion and was immediately underwent cataract removal the 
same day and were given spectacles at free of cost. 

MEDICAL CAMP 

 DB - ICSC project conducted general medical 
camps in three places namely Vinayagapuram, Pallavan 
Salai and Boja Rajan Nagar with the support of K.V.T Mul-
ti Specialty Hospital, through this, we served around 700 
local residence. This camp included general health screen-
ing, free consultation and medication. 

ON THIS AUSPICIOUS DAY OF 

PONGAL 

 ICSC womenôs group celebrated harvest 
festival on the 11th of January 2020 at Royapuram, 
around 80 women from various intervention areas 
took part in this event. Mr. Jeyaraj and Mr. Joel 
from World Vision India Foundation gave orienta-
tion on womenôs self help groups and its order of 
formation and function through activities and 
games. Dumilkuppam community witnessed a col-
orful and meaningful Pongal celebration after a 
long time. Weeklong celebrations were planned 
between 14th and 19th January 2020. Revived 
youth group and womenôs group in support with 
Don Bosco Anbu Illam worked hard for the success 
of this program. Sports for children and youngsters 
were conducted first two days and on the third day 
special events for womenôs group were conducted. 

ICSC 


